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And I think we’ve spent a lot of the 20th
century minimizing the prospects of fed-
eralism. We all have recoiled, now, so much
at the abuse of people because of their tribal,
racial, and religious characteristics, that we
tend immediately to think that the only an-
swer is independence.

But we must think of how we will live after
the shooting stops, after the smoke clears,
over the long run. And I can only say this,
in closing: I think the United States and Can-
ada are among the most fortunate countries
in the world because we have such diversity;
sometimes concentrated, like the Inuits in
the north; sometimes widely dispersed within
a certain area, like the diversity of Vancouver.
We are fortunate because life is more inter-
esting and fun when there are different peo-
ple who look differently and think differently
and find their way to God differently. It’s
an interesting time. And because we all have
to grow and learn when we confront people
who are different than we are, and instead
of looking at them in fear and hatred and
dehumanization, we look at them and see a
mirror of ourselves and our common human-
ity.

I think if we will keep this in mind—what
is most likely to advance our common hu-
manity in a smaller world; and what is the
arrangement of government most likely to
give us the best of all worlds—the integrity
we need, the self-government we need, the
self-advancement we need—without pre-
tending that we can cut all the cords that
bind us to the rest of humanity—I think
more and more and more people will say,
‘‘This federalism, it’s not such a bad idea.’’

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. in the
Chateau Mont-Tremblant. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Prime Minister Jean Chretien of Canada;
Premier Lucien Bouchard of Quebec; President
Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico; and U.S. Ambassador
to Canada Gordon Giffin. The President also re-
ferred to Executive Order 13132—Federalism,
published in the Federal Register on August 10,
1999. This item was not received in time for publi-
cation in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7239—Columbus Day,
1999
October 8, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Although Christopher Columbus’ first voy-

age to the New World took place more than
500 years ago, the momentous changes it
brought about still resonate today. His jour-
ney triggered a historic encounter between
Europe and the native peoples of the New
World; helped open new continents to explo-
ration, trade, and development; established
a reliable route to the Americas; and was a
major milestone in the inexorable trend to-
ward expansion and globalization.

Columbus could not have imagined the
full impact of his arrival in 1492 or how his
journey would shape human history. The zeal
for trade that motivated the Spanish crown
to fund Columbus’ voyages still exists today
as we work to strengthen our commercial ties
with other nations and to compete in an in-
creasingly global economy. Columbus’ own
passion for adventure survives as an integral
part of our national character and heritage,
reflected in our explorations of the oceans’
depths and the outer reaches of our solar sys-
tem. A son of Italy, Columbus opened the
door to the New World for millions of people
from across the globe who have followed
their dreams to America. Today, Americans
of Italian and Spanish descent can take spe-
cial pride, not only in Columbus’ historic
achievements, but also in their own immeas-
urable contributions to our national life.
From business to the arts, from government
to academia, they have played an important
part in advancing the peace and prosperity
our country enjoys today.

We are about to embark on our own jour-
ney into a new millennium of unknown chal-
lenges and possibilities. As we ponder that
future, Columbus’ courage and daring still
capture the American imagination, inspiring
us to look to the horizon, as he did, and see,
not a daunting boundary, but a new world
full of opportunity.
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In tribute to Columbus’ many achieve-
ments, the Congress, by joint resolution of
April 30, 1934 (48 Stat. 657), and an Act of
June 28, 1968 (82 Stat. 250), has requested
the President to proclaim the second Mon-
day in October of each year as ‘‘Columbus
Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 11, 1999, as Co-
lumbus Day. I call upon the people of the
United States to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. I also direct
that the flag of the United States be displayed
on all public buildings on the appointed day
in honor of Christopher Columbus.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 13, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 14. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Deployment of United States Force
To Provide Support to the
Multinational Force in East Timor
October 8, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On September 15, 1999, the United Na-

tions Security Council, under Chapter VII of
the Charter, authorized the establishment of
a multinational force to restore peace and
security in East Timor, to protect and sup-
port the United Nations Mission in East
Timor (UNAMET), and, within force capa-
bilities, to facilitate humanitarian assistance
operations. In support of this multinational
effort, I directed a limited number of U.S.
military forces to deploy to East Timor to
provide support to the multinational force
(INTERFET) being assembled under Aus-
tralian leadership to carry out the mission de-

scribed in Security Council Resolution 1264.
United States support to the multinational
force has thus far been limited to commu-
nications, intelligence, logistics, planning as-
sistance, and transportation.

Recently, I authorized the deployment of
the amphibious ship, USS BELLEAU
WOOD (LHA 3), and her embarked heli-
copters, to the East Timor region, including
Indonesian waters, to provide helicopter air-
lift and search and rescue support to the mul-
tinational operation. Also, embarked in BEL-
LEAU WOOD is a portion of her assigned
complement of personnel from the 31st Ma-
rine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations
Capable) (MEU (SOC)). At this time, I do
not anticipate that the embarked Marines
will be deployed ashore, with the exception
of the temporary deployment of a commu-
nications element to support air operations.

At this point, it is not possible to predict
how long this operation will continue. The
duration of the deployment depends upon
the course of events in East Timor and may
include rotation of naval assets and embarked
aircraft. United States support for this multi-
national effort will continue until transition
to a U.N. peacekeeping force is complete.
It is, however, our objective to redeploy U.S.
forces as soon as circumstances permit.

I have taken this action pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive. I am providing this re-
port as part of my efforts to keep the Con-
gress fully informed, consistent with the War
Powers Resolution. I appreciate the support
of the Congress in this action.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This item was not received in time
for publication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
October 9, 1999

Good morning. On Tuesday the Senate
plans to vote on whether to ratify the nuclear
test ban treaty. Today I want to emphasize


